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8. God's Government over his Creatures is 


God is his own End in all He does, as far as he 

is capable of having an End ; as tis our laſt and 
higheſt End. The Lord hath made all things for Þ Ry xvi. 
Himſelf ; and all things were creared for Him, 4ST , 
well as by Him; and are to Him, as well as of Him: 36. ha 
He is the laſt End who is the firſt Cauſe of Cal i. 16. 
all things. He can deſign no higher 'End, and 


* 
8 4 


of Beings 
Now He Aülplays the Glory of his Perfe&ions 


cutes his eternal Purpoſes, and accompliſhes his 
gracious Deſigns from time to time, among all the 

Kinds of Creatures, and contrary Appearances 

of things. He works all things according to the Conn- * 171. 
fel of bis Wil according to the Wiſdom of his 
Counſel, as well as'the Sovereignty. of his Will. 
He carries on a ſteddy uniform Deſign thro? all 

the Changes of "Time, and Variety of Diſpenſa- 

tions; as the Sun continues its Courſe, and n WEED. rt 
with the fame Luſtre, when tis veiled with a . 


Ftame of his Goyernment is ſuited to this End, 


** I 


K | 
9, Tis 9 55 9 0 Kae 
this. nts the Teſtimony, g « A s 275 Kh 


. dom is an exper], me xD, 
155 | everlaſting to everla 1 9 7 e n e fou 


the World, 
d Roman 1 455 read 
]  Fxgent, and ws t9. 10 ee 


and continued fo ragerher; 
17 gecli Hor ed and ff 7 


and 

5 ſuc- 

by the other, 115 are er and at 
ago. 


cf an 4; een and 
| wy 45 uriſhed f ck fince, and. made 
the greateſt Figure in the World, are 
and ch or wholly diſſolved. Many Fr 
mud 0 0 of the greateſt Renown, Who. 
11. 15 5285 1 to 11 Es 0 95 | 


e thi the e Cen ge 
Vorld's Duration. He is the Ruler 0 eber r=. 
os Generation Which ſpriügs up in every a - 


* 18.0 Lame in all the Changes which happen to 

> fl chem... And it will continue in Being to the HY, 
8 e while there i is any. World i in e 1 
1 any Creatures remaining in it. He is the R 


al immortal, tho his Sub jects alter and ___ 8 7 
e WA; And his Government over his Creatures will ex 
main to all Eternity, tho the Diſpenſation af i 
„ Wl will alter, and the Manner of its Exereiſe 
ted to the State and Circumſtance of Things. 
n 10. The Government of the falen Wor! . 
ir lodged. i in the Hands of the Mediator; This m 
be eſtimated and conceived by the Seeed . 
d iglation.. -. We find this was propheſy d of big, __ 
he Government ſhall be upon his Shoulders, and of the 
tQ Inreaſe of his Government there "(hall be 10 end. A -Y 
ht this is more particularly expreſſed in an ler * 
ace; In that Day thre Pal be « Bus of ell 
C-. Wl which ſhall and np for an Enfign . of the People ; i. e. 
at Wl He ſhall be of the Houſe, and Family of Dowd; . 
nd t0 it ; ſhall. the Gentiles ſeek : which the Apoſtle xen⸗ b 
de ders thus, according to the Verſion of the L. ** : 
ed He, ſhall riſe to reign over the Gentiles, and in "bam: Rom. xv 
1 ſhall the Gentiles truſt; And again, Out of Beth- 124. 
ard lebem Ephrata Pall he come forth, who is to be pater 
he hr in Iſrael, whoſe  Goings. forth. have been from of 
nd Nola, From everlaſting ; or 4 9 the Days of. ternity. £ 
ey He is ſpoken of as the King Meſſiah, and as as 
"RO Y Prieft upon a Throne; as the Lord at his right Hand, 
Fi Yas well as à Prieft for ever, Who ſhould ſtrike hd 


Mich. v. pits 


the Kings i in the, Day of his Wrath, 2 2 8 the Hea- 5 
nd thens, fill the Places with "dead 


61 the, Heads. over ma Countries. ji e e * 
ng And accordingly we find in the New op en 
ment, That all Power in Heaven and Earth is Ma 

en to him; and the Father hath committed all 18 5 


4 

d adgiment unt the On ; 5 and * 8 
5 0 "XZ Jha e el 2 * pe 
. 5 4:9 1 | - 

PE AT 1+ a 


1 — I, 22.15 "Head over all Things. to the Church: «4 E. either, 


h $7 0X1 » Bk 


1 4K — 


1 the midft of them, . when they are gather A together 
u bis Name, and who gives his Spirit to all his 


Rom: xiv, and ci ved, that He might be Lord both of the 


"hs. Father d 8 3 5 wg 


e Kingdom of Grace : 
; of Both is committed to him, and belongs 


F , aer [EA which was the knowncCharacter of 


Bis 


| ſcribes 3 and animates the Whole Body. And 


An, and above that He was 
is alfo, peculiarly the Head of t 
95 He is Head over all other Things for the 

and Service of the Church: The Govern- 
5 Neck of the World is for the Service 1 the Church. 
Thus all the Appointments of Goſpel- Duty 
| and Worſhip, Are ſettled by, the Authority of 
3 Chriſt, and performed in his Name. Tis. he is 


Lord of al, He 
1 or 


ä Members to dwell in them, and alide with them for 


25 2 ever. And we muſt all appear before the Jr ent- 


Feat of Chriſt; and he will judge the Secrets of Men, 
"i the, Day appoiuted, according to the Goſpel. © 

And this is repreſented as the Effect of his 
eath, and the Reward of his Sufferings and Hu- 


his own Blood - For this End Chriſt both died and il 
Qui 
and Dead.: And des e He humbled Himſelf, and 
eng, "obedient to Death, therefore God alſo hath 


4 $ unn ly exalted him, and given him a. Name above eve- 
N 40 ame. He is the wy abſolute and univerſal | 


9 of the fallen Nord pn OY and by 
- "himſelf, but by the Hands of the Mediator, who 
is the great Agent in the Fargo of Providence, 

| e Whole Diſpenſa- 


YN hs eee Kingdom te ie of 
ns by the In of bt Por, and by bins ll hin 
on He Who 1 iS 0Ver all, God ble 4 for ever, the 


ord among the Gentiles; ; and which 
Epheſ. Lins 35 1 applied to the Father, 5 S a#ov x, 12 
6. is alſo the Head of his Body the Church: | 
of” Cogan and Ae, Who pte 


miliation. He has purchaſed a Right to the 
„ ber len World, as Well as purchaſed the Church, with 


King. 


8 * z 5 \ 
/ ö : 4 * . N. 


N Ad he Bf „ 6th he tas (ESTI Nh 
er ker bis Feet, Se, all things'are fait umo 

"im." The whole World Hill 8 de brought under 
"0 his: dwer; and every oppoſite Power Will! be 
| "conquer'd" and broken : And then he with deliver 


F 
- + - * 8 4 


s Wl ' up: the Kingdom to God, even the Father, when'he | 

1 Pal have put down all Rule, and Authority und! Cor. xv: 
Power: And the Son alſo: (bull be Jubj ject to hinewho 
e put all things under him, that God may be all in all. — 25+ 

xf Wl | The mediatorial- Kingdom will ceaſe, or the Go - 1 

b vernment of the World by a Mediator, when the 


Ends of it are fully attained.” Perhaps the Admi- 

„ niſtration will be eminenely an immediately in the 

„ Hand of the Father, ag it is now in the Hand. of Col. iii. 
d "the Sen, Brin who is ale dd to be Al and in al. 5 
55 in 30 7 71m It 

le 0 II I ſhall Wunder biteflyy he Riaſonablawf vf 

ot this Concluſion drawn from hence; That the 

he Wl ' Earth ſhould rejviee, and the TNes bo glad; i. e. make 
n. grateful Acknowledgements -t6 God, pied a 
b. Il  chearful Subjection, and thankfully acquieſes: In 
iy 3 ka — 83 "This wilt appear reconbl if de 
. The enen . which all 95 anier 

her his Government. We may uſe the Words 'of 

his Tertullus to Felix in a higher Senſe thah he in- 

jor WU tended * Seeing that by hoe we enjoy great Quietneſs, Ats xxiv. 
1. and very worthy Deeds are done by thy Providence; we: - 
len, accept it always, and in al Place with all Thankful- 
„ . We are the Creatures of his Power, and Mo- 
his numents of his Mercy; ſpared by the Favour of his 
u- Patience, under great Provocations; and maintained _ 
the at the Charge of his Goodneſs every Moment. He 
vith KL holds our Souls in Life, which are forfeited into the 
roſe | Hands of his Juſtice; and provides daily Supplies 

nick 55 Good, for thoſe who deſerve to be ſtripped of 
and every thing they have. There are many conſtant 
ath Expreſſions of a merciful Care to the meaneſt and 
eve. ag of Men. The whole Earth is full of the. 
rſal 7 5 5 i = ur 2 Sud 


e 2 


8 of humble Submiſſion, and is ready 
to be reconciled to Enemies, thro! the great Me- 


Warfare, and accept the offered Grace. He 


Ho ; Sutſerings of Life, work together for their Good: 
| and yields them Protection and Deliverance, and 
many gracious Reliefs and Supports, in every 
See and Diſtreſs. Who is there in the 
2 8 of Life, has not been ſaved from ſo great 


e 


? '  aDeath; preſerved by a gracious, Providence, in 


khreatning Sickneſs, ſnatched from impending 
Ruin, and- reſcued from unknown Accidents of 
Evil, by a ſecret Influence and inviſible Hand? 


nigu a Government, who partake of the Benefits 
olf it? And the Exes of all be up unto. him, with 


CE Thankfulneſs, as well as Deſire, who gives them 
E their Food in a Seafon, and and ſatisfies the Dejres of 
ab the Living? 


2. The great Bleſling of good Government i x 

. Hog him. Tis by the Direction of this 
Ruler, that any People have the Bleſſing o wil 
2d righteous Rulers ſet over them, and enjoy 
the Advantages. of a free and equal Government, 
Toy 1 a mild . merciful . For tis 
Him that Kings reign, Princes decree Juſtice; 
; Plater, :and the Shields * m_— belong to = 5 
4 the greateſt Bleſſing. to Society to haye their ci- 
Vuꝛil and religious Liberties ſecure and ſafe; the 


and our Country, or by the poſitive Law of 
God; when We can ft under our Vine and, our 


5 "I a 


„ Lager OW OE RI | 


diator, who throw down the Weapons * their 


everrules all Events to the Advantage of his 
faithful Servants, and makes the Afflictions and 


the midſt of an imminent Danger; raiſed from a 


2 And ſhould not all rejoice under ſo mild and be- 


Rights which accrue by the Laws of Nature 


wes: and none make us Haid; ; and 4 0 


Win, and moſt acceptable and pleaſing 
H, and under Kings, and thoſe. in- Authority 


e * $5% 15 


God uſually. 8 good E uſers. wich” 
.culiar Blelüngz. The Proſperity of publick 


fairs, and Victory over their Enemies, 18 by 


the Direction of Him who preſi des in all tlie 


| LA ks "Wa. ne. dc malt e 1 


12 ator. 
"| RE 


| guier and Fa HY; in al Godlineſs, as Tim i. 


well as Honeſty. wa. 


"Councils of Peace, and in the Field of Battle: 5 


Unity, and how much are they capable of doing 


for the Benefit and Welfare TW the World? 
And how reaſonable; is our Joy under ſo great | 


Who inſpires the noble Sentiment and happ 
Hint, which proves ſo uſeful to the public 
Good: Or turns the doubtful Scale 122855 the 


5004 and Appearance, makes it weigh down 


heavy, and Fr with conſiderable Weight. What 


a prodigious Influence have. wiſe. and virtuous 
Rulers upon the Good of the whole Commu- 


lighteſt Touch of hie Hand, and againſt all Like- 


an Effet of the Divine Government, When 
Civil Rulers prove a publick Bleſſing, and their 
Government bears a Reſemblance of His, and 
carries in it viſible Marks of Subjection and 


b on Him. 


.. He reſtrains the Power of evilR alers.- He 


is . bleſſed and only Potentate, the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords: The greateſt earthly King, 


the moſt abſolute Sovereign among Men, is a Sub- 


jelt to this great Ruler of the World. The Kings 


and Judges of the Earth are under the Obligation 
of his Law, and accountable at his Tribunal. | 
They are required to pay him Homage, and fear 
his Wrath. Princes are God's 7/7: tcegerents, and 
they are called Gods: but He ſtands in the Congre-, 
Lation of the Mighty, and rules. among the Gods : He 


2 
5 
* 


is ſupreme” Arbitrator, in the Counſels of earthly 
pes; 5 * as sour Lord told Os bags. have no 


Power 


Pal. 
Ixxxit. k 


Powe: 2 27 is” gives thei —_ above. 
They act by "tis Permiſſion, and are bounded b 
his Fleaſtire.” They can do "nothing without 
 Lenve; and ovghr rs do nothing hut by his N 
thority. They act under Him, as a Deputy of a 
Province to a Sovereign Prince, who is never to 
_exceed his Commiſſion, or pervert the Deſign of 
his Inſtiturion. And the wiſe and righteous Ru- 
ler of the Earth, Who never does any wrong 
"Himſelf, can never be ſuppoſed to empower 
others, of to commiſſion any who act under Him, 
to do ſo: for that would be to give them a Power 
againſt Himſelf, and in ſome'ſort above his own, 
that is, to do what He is not at liberty to do 
"Himſelf. 5 
And wind they abuſe FEY Power: and- tyran- 
"nize over Men, are ſwelled with Pride and Am- 
bition, or fired with Cruelty and Revenge; 
They are notwithſtanding under his Check and 
Controul: and tho He ſometimes ſees fit to uſe 
them as a Scourge in his Hand, and Inſtruments 
of his Providence in puniming a ſinful People; 
He can enfil 0 depoſe them from their Thrones, 
and reduce them to the loweſt State, and turn a 
| mighty Monarch to graze with the Beaſts of the 
Field; as he did by Nebuchadneſer. He can curb 
the Rage of an inſolent Enemy, and commiſſion 
' an Angel to deſtroy a numerous Army in one 
Night, as He did by Senacherib: Spirit a Stripling 
to ſlay a Giant ; as in the Caſe of David and G 
lab: and can ſtain the Glory, and pour Contempt 
1 1 5 Princes in the midſt of their Triumphs and 
pplauſe, and make them ſtanding Monuments 
of terrible Severity to all Foſterity, as' he did 
by 8 
We don't lie at the abſolute Win of ay Cres- 
ture and They can't do with Us Whit They 
Pleaſe, who have the greateſt Power over Us. 
And no Evil befals us by their Means: no un- 


- 


withour the Permiſſion of the 
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righteous e no Ce on 


great Ruler of the 
World, or particular Direction from Him. And 


"Suffering, Es: * Sl 


he He protects us from the Rage of earthly | 8 | 


Powers, and often preſerves in the midſt of pow- 


_ eful Oppreffion ; fince They cannot hurt Us 


who are 1 diſpoſed to do it, at their own Plea- | 


ſure, bur at His: We have great reaſon to res © 


joice that God governs the World, whoever rules | 


oper Us. Hereupon, I 
4. This renders his Inerft kid” e 


Attempts are made againſt it. The Kingdom of 


God among Men will always be preſerved while 


He reigns 4 the World. They muſt firſt depoſe 


and dethrone the Almighty, before they can de- 
toy or overturn it. Tis often affnlied by 
powerful Enemies,” The Heathen rage, and the Peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing ; the Kings of the Earth ſet 
emſekves, and the Rulers take counſel againſt the | 
Lord, and againft his Anointed: The People and 
Princes of the Earth conſpire together, there is 
Union of Rage, and Feist, and Counſel,” Bur 
He who Frreth in he 


Wrath, and vexes them in his ſore Diſpleaſure: He 
confounds the whole Attempt by a ſcornful Smile, 
or an angry Word or Fob” 'He 

Dead will deliver them from the greateſt Preſſure 
and Deſpair ; . when -"They have the Sentence | 
of Death in rhemſebues,” and are forſaken of all 
Men. The Church is ſometimes ſhook, like a 
Tree. with a mighty Wind, and made to_trem-' 
ble : the Lane and unſound Fruit may drop off; 
but it can never be torn up, or blown d. 


"Tis fix'd upon a Rock, and the beating of n 
Winds and Waves can never make it fal. God is 
in the midft of ber, ſhe ſhal not be E agu 


aka ber, + NEE FINS PF 5 
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aden: laughs ar them, the 
Lord has them in derifion : He F 97 to them in hi3 Pair 4 
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And Increaſe; as the Hraelites the more they were 


= nu . in our Gentile State: The 9 Britons, 
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we ſometimes; been 
jon and Security. . VER , 
- and. furious Attempts. have. 3 upon them 


ſelyes, and t to the Church's Eſtabliſhment 
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el, the ore, they multiplied and grew. . The. 
t Shocks: of Perſecution, and Op — 


ZE S e905 


; have made it take the deeper root, and 
* her, Numerous Converts to Ain lee 
8 Offspring, have rung, up. ont. of 95 Fer 
J the Dead; and the, Blood 0 the Martyrs Ap 
| been the Sed of the Church. = 
Me may ſet our Hearts at WS. when they are En 
. to tremble -for the Ark of God:- „ While God IW ** 
igus in the Earth, no Art +or, Force ſhall ever lier 
: prevail : He will. preſerve. his Church in being, of t 
=o reſtore it, as We haye reaſon to believe, from I 


' preſent Decays and Oppreſſions, to a greater Pu- dr 
_ rity. and Proſperity at 2 Ane ee beſ 
— our Faith, and feed our Joy, under the ject 
1 Appearance of things at any time, and ll 
& ea * .the prom © IG .ou Minds. TS | by 
1 4410 = app what has. FE bd to 77 re· 
0 ee the Cirenmſſances of the i 
lick Affairs. | 
e 2, Let us contemp ate the Divine Government 
With particular reſpect to theſe Nations. This 
is propet to the Day and Occaſion. Let us re- 
view che principal Inſtances of God's wiſe. and 
ents Wereift Dare. I might take notice to this pur- 
bolica Poſe of... His. early viſiting us with, the Lig ht 57 the 


G 2. 


Ty. 
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For 


mero, A. 8 nhabitants of this Wand, were a wild and 

olatrous People, without the Cultivation, of 
7 wg or Religion; but by the Conqueſt of the 
Nation. by. Julius Caſar, p44; hs. Civilry 


vincentla.” 
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und Learn. e ao! Wapia was preps: © rnb” 

- 36d the: x, Fob + ie Golpel among us. who, lay a 
diſtant from Fudza, and ſeparate from the reſt of.” 

the World. And the it was firſt preach'd here 

by ſome of the Apoſtles, is expreſly alerted by 

e Exfebius ; who lays, They preached in 3 — 

ties rey Countries, and then adds, ms ES xo teres f. Demonft, | RE 

> Beilarnuds vine, to thoſe which are called the Britiſh: rang. - 4 

„.. And a great deal is ſaid by a very Learnett ili! 

& I Perſon to render it probable, That it wth The Stilling. 7 

Apoſtle Pal, in his "Tavis from Spain. And Oris. Brit. 

Tenullian, who flouriſhed in the Time of Im- 9 

Emperor Severus, about the Lear 2 10, ſays, Thar 

the Kingdom and Name of Chriſt was. every where hes 

leved and worſhipped among them. And ſpeaking 

of the antient Pitts, who never ſubmitted to th 

Roman Power, and retained" their own: Man- 

ners and Liberties; he ſays, They uh eb s ;jH © 

jet Ci by * Romans, _ eee G „ 9 
is very ere 4 Tbat Laa in. -BritiſhBedeviif. 

King, who lived; as is ſuppoſed, in the Reign 1 * r Ho 

Mar. ee 3 brad; | embraced the- Caren 5 
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* Clem. 3 N 75 Corin. 5. '8. 5 20 St. Parr 8 
reach — Righteouſneſs thro ad anon orld, and 
went 23 2 Tigue ms Auer, to the utm Bound; be 
Wef-; which oft probably fignifies SER 00 
bees intra Geeanl ſat ambitum Coneluſf Chri- 
Mt. autem regnum & nomen ubique porrigitur, ubique 
creditar, ab omnibus gentibus ſupra enumeratis 60 tur, 
ubique regnat, ubique adoratur—omnibus #qualis, om- 
| nibus rex, 6mnibus judex, omnibus Deus & Dominus eft. 
Tertal. cont. Fudeos, c. . Hiſpaniarum omnes termini, 
Calliarum diverſe nationes, & Britannorum inaGct! 
Bomanis loca, Chriſto vero ſubdita. Lil. 1 
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ee we prdbleiined: Porno wy! "A Rinks" 
Army, when his Father Conſtantius died at Iork, 
about the Year 3007. It was a great Honour to 
this Iſland to give Birth to the firſt Chriſtian 
King, and the firſt ee . l Ke who ever 
Voas in the World. 
al Phe Kingdom was. e ee by Uſe Cava 
about 450, who were invited over to aſſiſt the 
Briton againſt the Incurſions of the Pitts; and 
divided i na into a Heptarchy,” or ſeven leſſer King- 
EL | ae ; and were converted to Chriſtianity by 


WA * iſ «EX 


- invaded England under Canutus about the Year 
800, in the Reign of Egbert the firſt King of 
the whole Iſland: And afterwards by the Nor- 
mas under Wiliam the Conqueror about 1066, 

Vo pretended a Donation from Edward the Con- 


ſeſſor, and brought in a great Alteration of the 


fortner Purity and Simplicity of Religion. This 

introduced a Mixture of Cuſtoms and Manners, as 
well as Language, which yet appears in our an- 
mn. ww mg Laws; but as a great Antiquary obſerves, 
| We gained conſiderable Advantages, and were 
werde brought in ſeveral reſpects, into a happier Condi- 
Great tion than ever our Anceſtors enjoyed, or We 
Brit. could have been capable of otherwiſe. In the 
Year 1154, Henry the Second, ſirnamed Planta- 
genet, Son of Gegiy Duke of Anjou, and of Maud 
8 Epe e was nh 1 5 Malcolm 
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* 0 fortunata & n nune . hed" terris Britan 
nia, quæ Conſtantinum Czſarem prima vidifti, —Libe- 
ravit pater Conſtantius Britannias ſervitute, tu etiam 

| nobiles, illic oriendo, feciſti. Eumen. Rbetcr, Pane! 9 & 5+ 

Conftantius vir egregius, & præſtantiſſimi civilitatis— 


obiit in Britannia, raci, prineipatus anno tertio- 


decimo. Conſtantinus— in Britannia ereatus eſt Impers- 
tor, & in locum patris exoptatiſſimus moderator aceeffit. 
"mm 2. . 10. Vid. & Toſs 1 Lib. 1. C. 22. 
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Hiſtine the Monk: And then by the Danes, who 
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ber his Noble and Po 
| the. preſent; Royal Family: 


ble effect. -Wicklif 


of Micklix 
great Increaſe of them. The Houſes of Tork and 


many Years together, were 67's in the Perſon 
Na the Seyenth, about 1 487. 
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ee 3 PE Eihelis- 3 x N 
ored the Line of the old Engliſh: Saxons s 
ul Prince is e | 


When the World was 8 unden t the Ro- 
| = oke, and lay ſo many Centuries in Dark- 


neſs and Corruption; tis very remarkable, That 
there were greater Remains of Civil.Liberty,,and 


greater Struggles for it, in the Eugliſß Nation; 


| than in any Place. which. ſubmitted: to the: Papal - 


Uſurpation. ; 5:.0f which. the famous Statute of 
Mortmaiꝝ in 1279, which limited Mens Libera - 
lity to MAunaſteries, and that of Præamunirt about 


1393, which deſtroyed the Pope's Eneroachment 


upon the Crown 155 England. in diſpoſing Ecele- 
ſiaſtical Benefices ; were the moſt conſiderable. 


And there were early. Attempts: to reform. the! Fuller's 


Corruptions of Reli ion, which had a conſidera- Church. 
flonriſhed about the Year Hift. B. 3» 
| 235 I Lon wrote ſeveral learned Books with great & 

30 5 inſt. the groſs Corruptions of the 

115 — and had great Multitudes of Followers, 

not only among the common People, but the 


Learned and Noble. And about the Tear 44055 


in the Reign of Henry the Fourth, a Law was. 
made to. burn the Loliards,*, ſo: the Followers 
were then called, and prevent the 


Tancaſter, after ſo much bloody Diſſenſion for 


And Tindal's. 
ranſlation of the Bible firſt into Engliſh, ap- 


peared about 1536, by Which many were en- 
5 big ad bree for 5 Mother Beformarione. OD 
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-Wihin wh Light of be ee began to break 

in ſome Parts of Germany and Hume; it way 
ickly embraced in this Hand, with the Con- 
currence of the Civil Powers, and Men of princi- 
pal Learning and Note, in the Reign of Hen- 
5 VIII: And wharſoever Mixtures there were in 
the Viewsof that Prince, it cannot be denied that 
he Mas however a fit. Inſtrument of Providence to 
break che Tee in fo difficult an-Undertaking, and, 


2 Was Wittily ſaid of Lanher, to be the: Poſtilion 


. Ee cHßeeckt 
_— Hiſt. Latimer foretold, which” has never 


ef the Reformation. It was improved and ſet- 
tled by the Laws of the Land, in the Reign of 
Eduard the Sixth, the Enghſp Jab; and "tis 
py wonderful, That fo great an Advance 

was” malle in reforming ſo corrupt a State of 
mige in ſo ſhort a 1 — and under all the 
 Diſacvantags- of preſent Circumſtances ; and that 
A ſhould be carry*d'no farther in ſo long a Fract 

of Time ſinoe, and the firſt Eſſay of ſo great a 
De gr under ſo much Darkneſs and Difeourage- 

ment, ſhould come to be thought a pert OX AT, f 
and 4 Standard eo all Poſterit 7. 

And noching is more remarkable i in the Courſe 
of God's dealing with the Nation; than His e- 
minient/ Appearances in every Reign to preſerve 
che Prote ant Religion and Civil Liberty, againſt 
tte réſtleſs Artempts' of our Popiſh. Adver; es.” 
te bloody Reign of Queen Mary almoſt cruſh'd 
the infant Reformation, and ſtifled it in the Birth. 
When the Streets were filled With Fires, and 
- ſtained With-Proteftadit Blood; and 1 ; of each 
Sex, and every Age and Condition of Life; fome 
of th&'#6ft Learned and Pious, the mo Antient 
and Venerable Perſonages; innocent of any Pre- 
rence of Cxime, but onlx in the Matter of their 
God, were caſt into the fiery Furnace, and ſa⸗ 
Rage; but I hred a Candle, as 
een "exit." 
nee 5 and tixed e of Popery in 
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but averſe to Crueky. But for his N Sake! 


they had been 15 kindly received, and heartily- 
 diſpoſe« 


i F ZS FHR el 


Fe ene Digs, whe i RE 


Cad forrened thoſe Dajs. Many. Exits returbe n 
from ſeveral Parts abroad, in che Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, with great Affection to thoſe hy whom 


ſed to a farther — 2 but the Zeat' 
of the Popiſh Party, in thoſe days, and the Stif- 


neſs of the Queen, Prevailed. yi the preſent. 


eclefiaſtical Conſtitution came to be ſettled: in Burnett 

the famous Convocation uy: 1562, by a ſingle ift. of 

Vote among the Proxies, againſt a Majority of 85 Re 
Eight who were preſent, and had heard the De- III. B. 6. 

bates. The bold and open Attempt, beſides 5p. 303. 

many ſecret Plots and Contrivances to embroil her 

Affairs, and deſtroy her Life; was the'Spaxiſh I- 

vaßon: a Deſign formed by the united Counſel 

and Strength of the Popiſh Party, carried on 


with incredible Dexterity, immenſe Pon and! 


daring Confidence of Succefs ; but was ti 


difeover'd by the vaparaticlied Vigilance of che 
3 8 Nadines and ſcattered and deſtroyed. | 
by the Bravery of her Fleet. 

In the Beginning of the next 8 pen 
the Potuder- Plot, which whoſoever were concerned 
in the Conrivance, was owned and countenanced 
by the Papiſts, and agreeable to their avowed 

Principles: A Deſign to deſtroy the whole Con- 
ſtiturion at a Blow, and cut off the Neck of the 
Nation at one Stroke, was remarkably- diſcover- . 
ed and prevented. In this Reign the Proteſtant 
Nelgion received a conſiderable Strength, by the 
Union:of the two Kingdoms under One Head; and 


the more Correct > PW of the Bible, Which is 


tilt in uſe; tho the f earful and temporizing Hu- 


mour of that Prince, gave great Advantages in 


ſeveral other Reſpects, ro the Papiſts, and laid 
the Foundation of the e Calamities of the next 


Reigen. O. char hal only fps The impolitick 


1 Ot. : - Fa- 


4 „ 8 


3 


* ſhowed: the Papiſts vs the 


the Puritans, drove. many of them to ſeek a 


. became a trading and powerful Nation. 


3 he Reſtoration recovered the legal Government 7 
. and ancient Conſtitution, but introduced a ge- 
neral Debauchery and Corruption of Manners ; 


and was followed with the remarkableJudgments 


of Plague and Fire, an unnatural War with our 
Proteſtant Neighbours, and violent Severities to 
Proteſtant Difſenters ; 3 who yet had bore ſo great 
a Share in it. And throughout this Reign there 
were Hon Alarms of publick Danger, and 


perpetual Struggles for publick Liberty. 


The open Deſign of bringing in Popery in the 


next Reign, which had been ſecretly favoured. ſo 


long before; prepared the Way for the glorious | 
Revolution,” which was one of the wonderful 
Works of Providence in the preſent Age, and 
will be ſo accounted by impartial Poſterity, 
When all Law and Property were ſet aſide by a 
diſpenſing Power, and illegal Commiſſions ; ; and 
the whole Power of the Nation was in the Hands 
of profeſſed Enemies; when there were great 
Thoughts , Heart every Where, and no: viſible | 
Way of Relief: God ſpirited à wiſe and brave 
Prince for the hazardous Undertaking, -and 
crowned. it: with almoſt miraculous: Succeſs ;. and 
all Orders of Men among us, the Voice of the 

whole Nation, proclaimed the Mercy of the De- 
remembred che and F 


= lirerance, it \ ; | 
we 4 1X - a | | were 


| bold Invaſions of the Civil Ri ne .at 15 ö 
Nation, and threw it into Convulſions; and led 
on to a Civil War, and General Comfuſion. On 
the other hand; the Severities exerciſed towards 


Settlement in the Deſerts of America; which has 
proved, by an over-ruling Providence, a conſi- 
derable Advantage to the Crown of England, a 
ere Means of ſpreading the Goſpel among the Indians, 
dad nd in leſs than a Century, from a ſmall Handful | 


* 
EN — 
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3 15 e Witneſſes of the” Facts; 15 ber many are riſen 
up ſince, miſled by falſe Principles, or ſower'd 
with unreaſonable Prejudice, who are taught to 


flight and revile it. In this Reign there were 


hay remarkable Victories and Succeſſes, by the 


indefatigable Diligence and matchleſs Bravery of 
that glorious Prince, who ſacrificed his Eaſe and 
Health to the publick Safety; and cloſed his 
Life with ſertling the On in the Proteſtant 


| Line. 2 


The e Reign Was ie . 


ſereral Years by a Series of wiſe Management, 


and extraordinary Events. Our Conunſels were 


never conducted with greater Skill and Fidelity; 


nor our Armies with greater Honour and Succeſs. 


The Queen thought it a principal Glory of her 


Reign, that the two Kingdoms before united under 


one Head, were incorporated into one Kingdom. | 
And tho' a perfidious Deſign; appeared to have 
been formed to ſer aſide the Proteſtant Succeſſion, - 


"0 we have lived to ſee it take place, and be- 
old a Prince upon the Throne, of great Expe- 


rience in Government, and Firmneſs of Mind ; 


who has always expreſſed an equal Regard to all 


his Subjects; and profeſſes to have nothing more 
at Heart than his Peoples Welfare: and by the 
Wiſdom of his Counſels, and his Ie and 


Reputation every where abroad, is like to nw; 
compliſh a greater Work, than ever was per 


formed by a Britiſh Monarch; to bring all 2 | 


rope into Alliance, and ſettle a general Peace. 


And the God of Peace give us Peace among ur- 

_ ſelves, by all means: and make us wiſe to know in 
this our Day, the Rouge: which belong: to ou. Common 
Peace. 


-T have given this ſhort Sketch of the 1 


Dune of Providence towards the Nation, as ſo 
ee Wer of his "ae and; erw Govern- 
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him. Hereupon; N ws „ ©: 
e 8. 2. Let us er this Nation wiki dinl $4 Fr 
Tet us join with the Earth and Multitude of al 
Illes, and bear our Part of the univerſal- Joy, Who ö 
have ſo very ſpecial and particular Reaſon fot "1 


g — 
<4 4 
„ fy Bel? 
5 S 


mitted in the unh. 


CE us, and the Reaſon'of out nejoicing.in | 


C © if: 425 
q 4 


nd here I cannot but interrupt the Exer 


Lord reigus, when we murmur and repine? How 


i does a froward impatient Spirit agree W - 
Nuith of the Divine Government, or che Joy which. 


is dur Duty upon that account? Is this ſuitable 


to our Duty to our Ciuil Rulers, ta whom we 

oe, by the Divine Law, both Honour and Sub- 
D; wharſoever Miſtake was com- 
Scheme, bore no Part in it 

but bat Was agreeable to our Conſtitution, 
nd in Concurrence with the whole Legiflatute, 

and hive: ſince ſeen reaſon to diſclaim any Cure 


jection; and wh 


cern in the wicked Management. Is it wiſe and rea- 
ſonable to complain under a preſent Inconveni- 


ence, who enjoy ſo many Bleſſings under his Ma: | 
jeſty's Reign: and overlook all the Advantages 


ſingle, tho? great 


of Liberty and Peace, for a 
Difaſter in our Affairs? Lea, is it righteous 


and juſt to throw the Blame upon a Govern- 
5 ment, which ought to be charged only. upon | 


the wicked Onrivers, and our own. R 


and Credulity, or Covetouſneſs and Ambition 
and how few ſtand clear of the Imputation, 

upon a ſerious Revew? The Cunning. of A 
Few, and a general Infatuation, :concurred” co 
bring a common * And tho” * pre- . 


of our Joy, (L hope there is no need of it hers) Ki 
with Remonſtrance and Complaint of the unſuit- 
able 'Temper of ſome among us: Give me .leave | 
to expoltulare the Matter a moment. Does this 
become the Subjects of the Divine Government; | 
. who believe all things are under the wiſeſt Di 
ion to the higheſt Endꝰ Do we conſider the 


Laas ber ro juſtify or r exouſs wrhev'rbid Wicke ds - 
| £3 : ; neſs or Miſtake of any ; 3 and have all the Fender- 
des in che World, to the general Miſchief and 
beareſs of particular Ferſons: yet 1 would cars. + 
oe neltly entreat” all the Friends of Liberty, Who a A 10d 7. 
breche upon this Principle, and upon which 
Da their other Bleſſings ſubſiſt; to conſider ſexi⸗ 
ouſly,” how: welt it becomes them, and how con 
ſtent! it is with common Prudence; to give Um- 
brag 


J . 


and Diſguſt to thoſe. who are ſo well dif- oF; 

d to fayour it, and have i it ſo much in their l 

ower to do otherwiſe, e . „ 

Shionld any of Us, who: the Alber Day thought © | 

e had the greateſt Reaſon to rejoice upon theſe 

| Occafions, I ſay not, be without juſt Concern + 
for dur great Calamity ; but ſuffer our Affection 

e cool to the preſent Government, or our Zea! 

be che publick Intereſt? Is this the Way to re- 

deve our Loſs, or amend our Affairs? Fee hs 

ve conſidder che Abounding of. Iniquity; and Decay N 

beamong ourſelvrs; the Diſtreſſes of our N. | 

bours, and the [Furdgments which are abroad in the 

5 Rorth 3 have we not reaſon to fear a. ſorer Cala- 

ö nity than any we feel at preſent ꝰ And how aw- 

 [fally: concerned ffiould every one be, not to con. 

tribute tothe common Guilt; and by our Un- . 

worthineſs and Follies, hate and "op TO. 

bo dreadful a Deſolation? 1 

But how ſhould we ſhew our Jos upon h 1 

' [Ground and Occaſion as this? Briefſy; by fait © 8 

I die Apprebenfans of the glorious Greatneſs, ane 

IA overcign/ Dominion of the Divine Majeſty ; and 1 

I folemn Acknowledgments of his daily Mereies 

and wonderful Works. Let our Praiſes: riſe up 

re 

* [infiruments and Means; and fix and terminate 

in God. How ſhould we value the ineſtimable 

5 ritileges preſerved to us by ſo. long a. Series 

2 {{onderful: Marder! 88 Soul be „% 
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